
Emergency Medicine Rotation 

 

Welcome to your Emergency Medicine rotation 
 
Rotation Requirements 
 
This is meant to be a summary of what is expected during your rotation.  The 
month has been designed so both students interested in Emergency Medicine 
and those interested in other disciplines will have a good experience.  You are 
receiving this packet ahead of time so you will have an idea of what to expect.  
 
During your rotation, you will be expected to complete at least 160 hours.  These 
shifts may be 8, 10, or 12 hour shifts, rotating between days, evenings, and 
nights. These shifts will include both weekday and weekend shifts.  You may also 
be expected to participate in prehospital “ride-alongs”, simulation training, as well 
as any didactic sessions that are scheduled during your month.  Your individual 
schedule will be determined and coordinated by the rotation liaison specific to 
your given site. 
 
Please contact the department liaison one week prior to the start of your rotation 
to obtain appropriate materials, as well as your schedule for the month. You are 
held accountable for the hours scheduled, and any time missed will need to be 
made up prior to the completion of your rotation, or that may affect your overall 
evaluation/grade.  
 
Rotation Didactic Preparation 
 
Prior to the start of your rotation, you will receive an email from one of the clinical 
coordinators advising you of access to the emergency medicine clerkship online 
practice examinations.  You will have an assigned username and password that 
will allow you individual access to this site.  Take advantage of this opportunity 
during your month to access practice exams given on individual topics related to 
emergency medicine.  Near the end of the month, you are encouraged to 
complete the emergency medicine clerkship rotation test. This will enable you to 
be the most prepared to complete the post rotation exam that will be taken once 
the rotation is complete. 
 
You are expected to keep up on reading materials during your month.  The post-
rotation examination will cover clinical material during your month, as well as any 
objective material listed in the course syllabus. You may also find that other 
reading materials as well as online practice exams will help augment your 
comprehension of material.  Please take the time to read during your month. This 
will help develop a good foundation for your understanding of emergency 
medicine. 
 
 



Shift Work 
 
The nature of emergency medicine is learning how to work as a team, and how to work 
different shifts. It is in your best interest to experience all shifts, which include days, 
evenings, and nights. You will see the patients as they are placed in rooms, and present 
to an Attending Emergency Physician.  If you see a patient whom you think is unstable 
or has the potential to become so, notify the attending immediately.  You will continue 
care for the patient, but it is important that you have the back up.   
 
Grading 
 
Your grade will come primarily from your clinical performance.  Ultimately, the attending 
physicians are grading you, but input will be taken from the nursing staff as well as 
others in the department.  It is important for you to be an active participant during your 
month. Please be sure to request, if not already done so by the attending physician, a 
mid-rotation review as well as a post rotation evaluation prior to leaving the rotation site. 
This is also a time where you can remind the attending to send in his/her completed 
evaluation form. 
 
Attire 
 
Please arrive to the department properly attired.  This consists of scrubs and a lab coat, 
or collared shirt and tie for males, collared shirt for females.  There are to be no open 
soled shoes.  You will need to wear your white lab coat along with your student name 
tag for identification purposes.  Remember a portion of your grade will rests on 
professionalism – of which attire is a part.  Please be sure to ask what the specific 
department would like you to wear prior to the start of your rotation.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns during your rotation, feel free to contact myself or 
any of the EM Faculty Department members.  We want this rotation to be the most 
successful rotation you have.  Additional EM student resources can be found at 
http://www.cdemcurriculum.org  
 
Welcome aboard and good luck! 
 
Charles Finch, D.O., FACOEP   Tom O’Hare, D.O., FACOEP 
Chair, Department of Integrated Medicine   Professor of Emergency Medicine 
Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine  Department of Emergency Medicine 
cfinch@midwestern.edu    tohare@midwestern.edu 
623-572-3272      623-572-3224 
 
Kate Mitzel, D.O. 
Assistant Professor of Emergency Medicine 
Department of Integrated Medicine 
kmitze@midwestern.edu 
623-572-3844 
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