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Vice President for  
University Relations 
For the past 17 years, I have had a 
front row seat at one of the most 
amazing success stories in health 
care education. Nothing in my life 
has made me prouder than being 
part of the academic family of 
Midwestern University.

In my role as vice president of university relations,  
I have seen the University grow from one campus  
to two, from one college to nine, and from 500 
students to more than 5,000. This growth has 
been so carefully and strategically planned that 
each new program and every new facility is more 
successful than the last.

Along with this expansion, Midwestern 
University has established a national reputation 
for excellence in health care education and has 
broadened our impact across a wide range of 
health care professions. Our faculty members 
earn prestigious awards and grants for their 
teaching and research; our staff members serve in 
leadership roles in many organizations; and our 
students excel in their academic programs while 
pursuing countless community service projects.

One of the favorite parts of my job is getting to 
know our prospective students and applicants.  
At professional conferences and recruiting events, 
I am able to talk to students who have the 
dream of someday becoming a health care professional. 
Yes, they need to know the prerequisites and minimum 
GPA requirements, but they are more interested in the 
outcomes. They want to know if MWU alumni are 
successful—where do they complete their postgraduate 
training, what’s the job market like, what specialties are 
they pursuing, where do they practice? Needless to say, I 
always have great success stories to share. Our alumni are 
great role models for our students, and many of them have 

A Great Story to Tell
become good friends of mine. They are proof positive that 
a Midwestern University education is truly exceptional.

This past summer, Midwestern University broke ground 
on our new Medical Campus in Downers Grove, IL. I was 
proud to don a hard hat and put my shovel into the earth. 
This new facility, which will open in the spring of 2013, 
will bring more clinical opportunities for our students and 
another way for the University to make a difference in the 
community. It represents another exciting chapter in our 
continuing story. This is one front row seat I don’t plan  
to leave anytime soon, as I know more great things are  
still to come.

Midwestern University officials and Downers Grove civic leaders participated 
in a groundbreaking ceremony for the Midwestern University Clinic in Downers 
Grove. Pictured from left: Martin T. Tully, mayor of Downers Grove; Karen D. 
Johnson, Ph.D., Vice President, University Relations; Mary W. L. Lee, Pharm.D., 
BCPS, FCCP Vice President & Chief Academic Officer, Pharmacy, Optometry, 
and Health Sciences Education; Dennis J. Paulson, Ph.D., Vice President & Chief 
Academic Officer, Medical and Dental Education; Kathleen H. Goeppinger, 
Ph.D., President and Chief Executive Officer of Midwestern University; Dean 
P. Malone, Vice President, Finance; and Arthur G. Dobbelaere, Ph.D. Executive 
Vice President & Chief Operating Officer. 
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Midwestern University is pleased to announce that the 
27-month Master of Science in Nurse Anesthesia (M.S.) 
program offered at the University’s Glendale Campus 
received notice of accreditation from the Council on 
Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs 
(COA).

Effective October 12, 2011, the program’s certificate of 
accreditation is valid for the maximum accreditation cycle of 
10 years with no progress report requirement – a rarity for 
graduate-level programs of this type. The Nurse Anesthesia 
program was established at Midwestern University in 2004.

“As a relatively young program, we are especially grateful 
for the immense support from everyone at Midwestern 
University,” said Shari Burns, CRNA, Ed.D., Program 
Director, Nurse Anesthesia. “The dedication of the University 
administration team, our program faculty and alumni, and 
our clinical preceptors at 29 sites throughout the United 
States truly made this accomplishment possible.”

Nurse Anesthesia Program Receives 10-Year Accreditation

The ongoing Midwestern University Community Health 
Lecture Series, a series of free monthly public lectures on 
health and medicine offered by Midwestern faculty, is 
preparing for an interesting and informative 2012.

Midwestern University faculty experts will be presenting 
on topics ranging from the intersection of classical art and 
modern medicine to the way phobias and mood disorders 
can affect dental health. Presented at the Glendale-Foothills 
Branch Library, the CHLS is part of Midwestern University’s 
community outreach program designed to help educate the 
public on important healthcare topics.

MWU Clinics Combine 
Community Health Services 
and Healthcare Education

Community Health 
Lecture Series Continues 
Community Education  
and EngagementMidwestern University Clinics provide a complete 

educational experience for the next generation of healthcare 
professionals by providing them with opportunities for 
hands-on patient care.

In Glendale, the Midwestern University Dental and Eye 
Institutes give third- and fourth-year MWU students the 
opportunity to provide complete care in both basic dental 
and vision health and specialty areas such as pediatric care, 
implant dentistry, oral surgery, rehabilitative vision, and 
specialty contact lenses. Fellowships and rotation experience 
are also available at the Midwestern University Multispecialty 
Clinic, which offers services in five specialty areas, including 
Family Medicine, Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine, the 
Foot and Ankle Clinic, Clinical Psychology, and Pharmacy.

Downers Grove students will also benefit from expanded 
clinical experiences when a new $120 million multispecialty 
and dental clinic opens in 2013.
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Midwestern University welcomed 131 students to the 
inaugural class of the new College of Dental Medicine-
Illinois. The class ranges in age from 21 to 37 years-old, 
is 63 percent male and 37 percent female, and hail from 
27 different states and three foreign 
countries. They will graduate in 2015 
and provide needed dental care to their 
communities. Midwestern’s College 
of Dental Medicine-Illinois is the first 
dental school to open in Illinois in the 
last 40 years and joins only two others 
in the state.  

Midwestern students will begin 
their first two-years of study on 
the Downers Grove Campus and 
complete their clinical education 
at the new Midwestern University 
Clinic scheduled to open in 2013. At 
the clinic, community members will 
benefit from comprehensive, state-of-
the-art dental care from Midwestern 
students under the close guidance of 
faculty mentors.

The College of Dental Medicine-
Illinois joins three other colleges on 

the Downers Grove Campus including the Chicago College 
of Osteopathic Medicine, the Chicago College of Pharmacy, 
and the College of Health Sciences.

The new Science Hall on the Downers Grove campus is a technology-rich, high-energy 
efficient building.

State-of-the-Art  
Science Hall Opens on  
Downers Grove Campus
This fall, Midwestern University opened the new 
Science Hall on the Downers Grove Campus. The 
239,000 square-foot Science Hall is a technology-rich, 
energy-efficient building that provides classroom, 
laboratory, and research space for faculty and students. 

In addition, the Science Hall includes a new Dental 
Simulation Lab that will be used by the inaugural 
class of dental medicine students. Other features of 
the building include a Testing Center that allows 230 
students to simultaneously take an exam electronically, 
an accreditation suite, and a new anatomy laboratory.

“This is the biggest building ever built on the 
Downers Grove Campus and we were able open 
it on time because of our wonderful partners and 
the support of the community,” said Kathleen H. 
Goeppinger, President and CEO of Midwestern 
University. “Our mission is very clear; we are 
here to educate future generations of healthcare 
professionals.”

MWU Welcomes Inaugural Class of Dental Medicine

The inaugural class of the College of Dental Medicine-Illinois began their studies this fall at Midwestern University.

Nurse Anesthesia Program Receives 10-Year Accreditation
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MWU–Downers Grove, Illinois

Overview:
Osteopathic Medicine 206
Pharmacy 215 
Dental Medicine 131
Physician Assistant Studies 83
Physical Therapy 47
Occupational Therapy 38
Masters Biomedical Science (MBS) 29
MA Biomedical Science (1-year) 52
Clinical Psychology 21
Doctor of Health Science 3

TOTAL:       825

Incoming Classes of 2011

MWU–Glendale, Arizona

Overview:
Osteopathic Medicine             265
Pharmacy                155
Dental                112
Optometry 52
Physician Assistant Studies 89
Occupational Therapy 31
Podiatry                                          32
Nurse Anesthesia                             28
Cardiovascular Science  30
Clinical Psychology 11
Physical Therapy 51
MA Biomed (1-year)                         81
Masters Biomed (MBS)                   27

TOTAL:                            964

Incoming Classes of 2011

Midwestern University 
Facts and Figures

Midwestern University

www.midwestern.edu

Downers Grove,  
Illinois:

630/515-6171

800/458-6253

admissil@midwestern.edu

Glendale, Arizona:

623/572-3215

888/247-9277

admissaz@midwestern.edu

Contact Us:
If you need additional information, please contact the 
Midwestern University Admissions Office: 

Midwestern University 
recently launched its 
own You Tube channel 
to provide additional 
information about  
the University. Go to  
www.youtube.com/user/
MidwesternUniversity  
to view the latest videos.

You Tube Channel 
Highlights University


