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ORDER OF CEREMONY
Processional: Pomp and Circumstance
THE AUDIENCE WILL PLEASE STAND

Introduction: Kaila Dougherty, O.D., D.H.A., FAAO
Chief Operating Officer

National Anthem: The Star-Spangled Banner by E.S. Key

Opening Reflection: Stephanie Christensen, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Director, Speech-Language Pathology Program

President’s Address: Joshua C. Baker, O.D., M..S.
President and Chief Executive Officer

Dean’s Welcome: Jared Chamberlain, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Health Sciences, Glendale Campus

Health Sciences Oath: Robyn Brown, D.M.Sc., M.S., PA-C

Director, Physician Assistant Studies Program
Presentation of Graduates: Dr. Chamberlain
Conferral of Degrees: Dr. Baker
Graduate Hooding of the Class of 2026

Presentation of Midwestern University Coin

Honoring our Military Graduates

Student Remarks: Cheyenne Bertrand
Speech-Language Pathology Program, Class of 2026

Closing Remarks: Dr. Chamberlain

Closing Reflection: Christopher Trujillo, O.T.D., OTR/L, PMP
Director, Occupational Therapy Program

Recessional
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Announcer:
Katherine Schofield, D.H.S., OTR/L, CHT

Hooders:
Robyn Brown, D.M.Sc., M..S., PA-C
Stephanie Christensen, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Christopher Trujillo, O.T.D., OTR/L, PMP

Student Marshals:
Jennifer M. Buckler, M.S., CCC-SLP
Nicole Hamilton, M.P.A.S., PA-C
Alisha Kleindel, M.S., CCC-SLP
Audra Little, M.S., CCC-SLP

Faculty Marshals:
Marcia Bouton, D.M.Sc., PA-C, DFAAPA
Amber Herrick, PA-C, M.S.
Tamara Turner, Ed.D., OTR/L

Mace Bearers:
Cyndi Selim, D.Sc., OTR/L, BCP
Holly Hussey, O.T.D., OTR/L, CHT
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MASTER OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES CLASS OF 2026

Leila Alamdari
Queen Creek, AZ

Kensington Anderson
Park City, UT

Sukhman Bains
San Jose, CA

Mitchell Barnes
Scottsdale, AZ

Annie Beals
Scottsdale, AZ

Faith Blackburn
Fresno, CA

Samantha Bollschweiler
Riverton, UT

Grace Bonnema
Kalamazoo, MI

Rachel Boullion
Scottsdale, AZ

Faith Breaux
Broomfield, CO

Marissa Bruni
Farmington Hills, MI

Alicia Burchuk
Madbury, NH

Marianne Cayer
Chandler, AZ

Julia Chera
Peoria, AZ

Joseph Curletta
Phoenix, AZ

Mili Desai
Milpitas, CA

Mia Dimayuga
Mount Prospect, IL

Elizabeth Dohrmann
Foley, MN

Kellyn Dolezal
Fort Thomas, KY

Hannah Francis
Gilbert, AZ

Christopher Calvin Freking

Hercules, CA

Kendall Gibadlo
Cave Creek, AZ

Clarice Gill
Woodinville, WA

Alia Girvan
Bend, OR

Alena Gonzalez
Los Angeles, CA

Julia Hales
Salt Lake City, UT

Ciara Harding
Phoenix, AZ

Amy Haverkate
Anthem, AZ

Strychlan Hayes
Milford, MA

Jillian Heichel
Stanwood, WA

Alexandra Hicks
Tucson, AZ

Sadie Howe
Gold Canyon, AZ

Taylor Jones
Kaysville, UT

Brenna Kayce
Scottsdale, AZ

Sean Kerry
Centerville, OH

Siri Khalsa
Espanola, NM

Isabella Kloha
Roseburg, OR

AnnaLand
Redmond, OR

Sunshine Langworthy
Mankato, MN

Rachel Locker
Buffalo Grove, IL

Hailey Lohnes
Spring, TX

Jaylene Lum
Honolulu, HI

Angela Maclsaac
Phoenix, AZ

Benjamin Martin
Phoenix, AZ

Rose McDaid
Lebanon, PA

Olivia Mills
Glendale, AZ

Syed Mohiuddin
Chicago, IL

Kyla Gail Mora
Loma Linda, CA

Andrea Morales
El Paso, TX

Cassidy Morris
De Soto, [A

Delainey O’Connell
Greeley, CO

Emma O’Leary
Boulder, CO

Paisley Oster
Castle Rock, CO

Gwendolyn Park
Kalamazoo, MI

Jessica Pikoff
Austin, TX

Nicole Quinteros
La Verne, CA

Amanda Rahana
Des Plaines, IL
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MASTER OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDIES CLASS OF 2026 Continued

Sherefedin Rashed
Phoenix, AZ

Rachel Remund
West Jordan, UT

Luis Rodriguez
Nogales, AZ

Ryan Santiago
San Diego, CA

Megan Schmad
Berthoud, CO

Macy Simon
Tucson, AZ

Tiana Siragusa
Scottsdale, AZ

Ella Spicketts
Jenison, MI

Noa Stotts
Laveen, AZ

Natali Sweidan
Phoenix, AZ

Jennifer Tavani
Scottsdale, AZ

Andrew Ton
Rosemead, CA

Hayley Upson
Lakewood, CO

Alison Vanvolkenburg
Gales Ferry, CT

Anna Vargas Jordan
Glendale, AZ

Raven Verville
Redding, CA

Kim Vu
Westminster, CA

Ethan Walker
Show Low, AZ

Katelynne Watts
Fairview, UT

Kylie Wees
Rochester, MN

Sophia Weimer
Alamo, CA

Caitlyn Wolf
Dallas, TX

Micah Zaemisch
Stoughton, WI

Clayton Zelenik
Princeton, IL

MASTER OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY CLASS OF 2026

Araceli Balderas
Goodyear, AZ

Breeze Bartle
Hillsboro, OR

Charles Bennett
El Paso, TX

Yzabella Bilducea
Phoenix, AZ

Katherine Bradshaw
Scottsdale, AZ

Abigail Chanthalangsy
Buckeye, AZ

Sara Cooler
Carmel, IN

Carmel Corrigan
West Linn, OR

Cate Cunningham
Shawnee, KS

Jared East
Dallas, TX

Anissa Frederickson
Albuquerque, NM

Sydnee Glass
Cave Creek, AZ

Alexis Goldsmith
Phoenix, AZ

Lindsey Gonzalez
Mesa, AZ

Joshua Greenwood
Suwanee, GA

Kathryn Harada
Honolulu, HI

Nolan Kluge
Janesville, WI

Kami Koster
Missoula, MT

Lauren Loding
Mundelein, IL

Martha Loera
Fort Worth, TX

Emily Martin
Surprise, AZ

Maggie McNair
Gainesville, GA

Sophia Miller-Gutierrez
Glendale, AZ

Makenna Mulder
Phoenix, AZ

Kate Phelps
Ripon, CA

Jasmine Ragin
Detroit, M1

Yousef Rashad
Chicago, IL

Jocelyne Salazar-Pelayo
Los Angeles, CA

Tiffany Samudio
Peoria, AZ

Shaylee Sipple
Apache Junction, AZ

Joshua Thomason
St. Charles, IL

Bailey Vollmer
Reno, NV
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY CLASS OF 2026

Caroline Ai
Buena Park, CA

Tatum Allen
Orange Beach, AL

Othnelia Amegashie
Fairbanks, AK

Emily Bayless
Minnetonka, MN

Hannah Belshe
Glendale, AZ

Cheyenne Bertrand
Greenfield, OH

Kristin Danielle Cedeno
Los Angeles, CA

Taylor Claiborne
Peoria, AZ

Kally Dreelan
Mendota Heights, MN

Mackenzie Dunlap
Mound, MN

Rachel Falk
Bakersfield, CA

Shelby Gramkow
Custer, SD

Samantha Grey
Plymouth, MA

Hannah Harlan
Pittsburgh, PA

Daphne Janko
Portland, OR

Lindsey Jones
New Milford, CT

Pateel Keledjian
Glendale, CA

Olivia Kelly
Scottsdale, AZ

Morgan Kim
Fontana, CA

Ellie Lago
Storm Lake, TA

Morgan Lang
Tucson, AZ

Kylie Lombardi
Camarillo, CA

Julianne Lucas
Scottsdale, AZ

Briana McIntosh
Wichita, KS

Emma Moody
Jackson, TN

Autumn Nesbitt
Glendale, AZ

Lily Parrish
Gresham, OR

Kenzie Payne
Shelley, ID

Jesus Pereda

Surprise, AZ

Mya Lynn Perez
Ordot, GU

Shealee Petrey
Arlee, MT

Ninajean Quick
Peoria, AZ

Kiana Quolas
Glendale, AZ

Kayla Reid
Henderson, NV

Madisyn Rocha
Fortuna, CA

Olivia Sams
Shorewood, IL

Kennedy Sanchez
Phoenix, AZ

Sydney Steg
Glendale, AZ

Sydney Stewart
Paauilo, HI

Corteney Torrez
Gallup, NM

Alyssa Uehlin
Rocklin, CA

Kylie Walker
Urbandale, TA

AnnaLisa West
Springville, UT

Sophia Wheeler
Exeter, NH
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HEALTH SCIENCES OATH

AsI embark upon my career as a healthcare professional, I pledge to

abide by the following precepts:

I will dedicate myself to the highest standards of patient care and
biomedical research;

I will strive to advance scientific knowledge and expand
humankind’s understanding of illness, disease, and health;

I will accept responsibility only for those matters for which I am
competent, maintain the trust expected of a healthcare professional,
and never take advantage of the patient-provider relationship;

I will respect the patient’s right to privacy;

I will embrace the diversity of my patients and my colleagues and
treat all people with respect;

I will value the knowledge and wisdom of the healthcare
professionals who have taught me and endeavor to contribute
to the traditions of my profession;

I will recognize my weaknesses and strengths and strive to develop
those qualities that will earn the respect of my patients, my
colleagues, my family and myself; and

I will continue this learning throughout all the days of my life.
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COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES FACULTY

Cardiovascular Science Program
Zachary Archer, M.S., CCP
Kyle W.Dana, D.C., CP
Nathaniel H. Darban, Ph.D., CP
Chelsea Furnish, M.S., CCP
Harry Hoerr, M.S., CCT
Benjamin Mills, M.S., CCP
Thomas Rath, M.P.S., CCP Emeritus
Julie Steele-Pruett, M.S., CP

Clinical Psychology Program
Angela M. Breitmeyer, Psy.D.
Bhupin Butaney, Ph.D.
Melissa Delgado-Flint, Psy.D., FT, CCTP
Shannon Dodani, Psy.D.
Adam Fried, Ph.D.
Shefali Gandhi, Psy.D.
Kate Jansen, Ph.D.
Brad MacNeil, Ph.D.
Marisa Menchola, Ph.D.
Alexander Piatka, Ph.D.
Thomas B. Virden, Ph.D., ABPP, BCB

Nurse Anesthesia
Stormy Aikins, D.N.A.P., CRNA
Joe Bailon, D.N.P,, CRNA
Angie Burgess, D.N.A.P,, CRNA
Kelli Clarke, D.N.A.P.,, CRNA
Rodney Fisher, Ph.D., CRNA
Vincent Ford, D.N.A.P.,, CRNA
David Good, D.N.P., CRNA
Billy Harris, D.N.A.P., CRNA
Scott Imus, Ed.D., M.S.N., CRNA
Kelly Larsen, D.N.A.P.,, CRNA
Morgan Morrow, D.N.A.P.,, CRNA
Lee Ranalli, D.N.P,, CRNA
Melissa Ranalli, D.N.P,, CRNA
Dorian Tate, D.N.A.P., CRNA
Janet Vaughn, D.N.A.P., CRNA
Deanna Villalino, D.N.A.P.,, CRNA

Occupational Therapy Program
Holly Hussey, O.T.D., OTR/L, CHT
HollyJones, O.T.D.,OTR/L
Alison de la Montaigne, Ed.D., OTR/L
Cynthia Selim, D.Sc., OTR/L, BCP
Katherine Schofield, D.H.S., OTR/L, CHT
Mikaela Thompson, M.O.T., OTR/L
Christopher Trujillo, O.T.D., OTR/L, PMP
Tamara Turner, Ed.D., OTR/L
Susan Tully, M.S,, LAMFT, OTR/L

Graduate Nursing Program
Nelson Bryant, Ph.D., M.S.N., M.B.A., FNP-C

Anne Hedger, D.N.P,, ACNP-BC, ANP-BC,
CPNP-AC, ENP-BC

Melanie Logue, Ph.D., D.N.P,, APRN, FNP-C, FAANP

Physician Assistant Program
Regan Alford, M.S.P.A.S., PA-C
Deborah Black, M.S., PA-C
Robyn Brown, D.M.Sc., M.S., PA-C
Marcia Bouton, D.M.Sc., PA-C, DFAAPA
Kimberly Carter, D.M.Sc., PA-C,RD
Amber Herrick, M.S.P.A.S., PA-C
Nicole Hamilton, M.P.A.S., PA-C
Eve Hoover, D.M.Sc., PA-C, DFAAPA
Noelle Sahar, M.M.S., PA-C
Jim Stoehr, Ph.D.
Jennifer Wild, D.O.
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Physical Therapy Program
Rita Ator, PT, D.P.T., OCS, COMT,ATC
Patrice Ayala, PT, D.P.T., GCS, CEEA
Roi Dennis Cayetano, PT, D.P.T.
Celeste Delap, PT, D.P.T.

Megan Eikenberry, PT, D.P.T., Ed.D., NCS
Mia Erickson, PT, Ed.D., CHT
Jennifer Gruenhagen, PT, D.P.T., Ph.D.
Rebecca Johnson, PT, D.P.T., CCS
Mark Kargela, PT, D.P.T., OCS

Margaret Klausing, PT, D.P.T., M.S.C L
Lacey Frankland, PT, D.P.T.,, ATC, OCS, SCS
Michael Lebec, PT, Ph.D.
Andrea Lopes Sauers, PT, Ph.D.
Jordan McCann, PT, D.P.T.

Myles Melyon, PT, D.P.T., CCS
Suzanne O’Neal, PT,D.P.T., D.H.Sc., NCS
Kylie Scott, PT, D.PT, Ed.D.,, OCS, CMPT

Josh Subialka, PT, D.P.T., D.Sc.

Byron Russell, PT, Ph.D.

Speech Language Pathology Program
Jennifer Buckler, M.S., CCC-SLP
Lisa Bunker, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Stephanie Christensen, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Sharon Edwards, M.S., CCC-SLP
Schea Fissel, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
Alisha Kleindel, M.S., CCC-SLP
Audra Little, M.S., CCC-SLP
Christine Meyer, M.S., CCC-SLP

Melissa Rivera, Ph.D., CCC-SLP
A.Danielle Reed, Ed.D., CCC-SLP
Stephanie Teale-Sanchez, M.S., CCC-SLP
Ethan Wash, M.S., CCC-SLP
Laura Weinrich, M.S., CCC-SLP
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ACADEMIC REGALIA AND PROCESSIONAL

Gown

The gown is the cornerstone of the academic costume that has its origins in 12th and 13th century

Europe, a period when universities were being formed. Today, Midwestern University follows
guidelines established by the American Council on Education. All graduates wear black gowns, with
the front panels of the doctoral gown trimmed in black velvet. Each sleeve of the doctoral gown is
adorned with three bars of black velvet with bell-shaped wrist ends. The master’s gown is unadorned,
with the wrist ends of the sleeve open oblongs that extend beyond the hand.

Arizona College of
Optometry

Discipline Color: Seafoam
Liner Color: Navy
Chevron Color: Gold

Arizona College of
Osteopathic Medicine
Discipline Color: Kelly Green
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

Arizona College of
Podiatric Medicine
Discipline Color:
Nile Green

Liner Color: Navy
Chevron Color: Gold

College of Dental
Medicine-Arizona
Discipline Color: Lilac
Liner Color: Navy
Chevron Color: Gold

College of Graduate
Studies Biomedical
Sciences Program
Discipline Color: Gold
Liner Color: Navy
Chevron Color: Gold

College of Graduate
Studies Precision
Medicine Program
Discipline Color: Gold
Liner Color: Navy
Chevron Color: Gold

College of Graduate
Studies Public Health
Program

Discipline Color: Salmon
Liner Color: Navy
Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Cardiovascular Science
Program

Discipline Color: Gold
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Clinical Psychology Program
(Doctor)

Discipline Color: Royal Blue
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Clinical Psychology Program
(Master)

Discipline Color: Gold

Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold
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College of Health Sciences
Nurse Anesthesia Program
Discipline Color: Apricot
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Nursing Program
(Doctor)

Discipline Color: Apricot
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Nursing Program
(Master)

Discipline Color: Apricot
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Occupational Therapy
Program

Discipline Color: Sage Green
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Physical Therapy Program
Discipline Color: Teal

Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Physician Assistant Program
Discipline Color: Gold

Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Health Sciences
Speech-Language Pathology
Program

Discipline Color: Crimson
Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Pharmacy, Glendale
Discipline Color: Olive

Liner Color: Navy

Chevron Color: Gold

College of Veterinary
Medicine

Discipline Color: Gray
Liner Color: Navy
Chevron Color: Gold
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Hood

The hood, a commencement accessory placed around the neck that drapes down the back of the
graduate’s gown, signifies achievement in higher education. Its velvet top layer is the discipline
color of the program of study. Both the lining and the chevron trim colors are those of the college
or the program. The doctoral hood is four feet in length; the master’s hood is three and one-half
feet in length. At Midwestern University, the hood is carried over the right arm of the graduate in
the processional and is placed on the graduate during the ceremony.

Tam
All Midwestern University graduates wear black velvet tams with black (master’s programs)
or gold (doctoral programs) tassels that hang to the right front side.

Honor Cords

The honor cord, nearly six feet in length, is worn around the graduate’s neck and drapes down
the front of the gown. The different cord colors designate the academic achievement or honor
status in a national academic/professional society. A graduate can wear multiple cords if he or
she qualifies for individual honors.

Midwestern University Coins

A custom minted coin is a military tradition to recognize achievement, create incentive, improve
safety, or show appreciation for duty, dedication, or a job well done. Midwestern University
proudly presents graduates who are in the military or entering the military following graduation
with a coin to honor their service to our country.

12
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HISTORY OF MIDWESTERN UNIVERSITY

Founded in 1900 as the American College of Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery in Chicago, Illinois,
Midwestern University began with a clear mission to educate healthcare professionals in a not-
for-profit, student-centered environment. Early leadership and faculty built a strong reputation for
academic excellence and hands-on clinical training, helping shape the future of osteopathic medicine.

The University’s growth reflects both vision and responsiveness to the needs of healthcare. In 1986,
the institution relocated to Downers Grove, Illinois, creating space for expanded programs across
the health sciences. In 1995, Midwestern University established a second campus in Glendale,
Arizona, significantly broadening its reach and impact. Over time, the University expanded to
include programs in pharmacy, dental medicine, optometry, health sciences, podiatry, nursing,
biomedical science, and veterinary medicine.

Today, Midwestern University is a comprehensive graduate university with two campuses,
multiple colleges, and a wide range of healthcare programs. Students learn in modern facilities
and gain valuable experience through interprofessional education, clinical education, and
community-based clinics. The University’s One Health initiative further emphasizes the
connection between human, animal, and environmental health, preparing students to collaborate
across disciplines to address complex global challenges.

Throughout its history, the University has remained committed to its founding principles of
academic excellence, compassionate care, and student success, preparing our graduates to thrive
in a rapidly changing healthcare environment.

Glendale, Arizona Ca;npus
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ACADEMICLEADERSHIPTEAM

Joshua C. Baker, O.D., M.S.
President and Chief Executive Officer

Thomas A. Boyle, D.O., M.B.A., FACEP, FACOEP
Dean, Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine

Sheri Brownstein, D.M.D., M.Ed.
Dean, College of Dental Medicine-Arizona

Jared Chamberlain, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Health Sciences,
Glendale Campus

Megan Dallianis, Ed.D.
Dean of Student Services, Downers Grove Campus

Mitchell R. Emerson, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Pharmacy,
Downers Grove and Glendale Campuses

Alicia E. Feis, O.D., FAAO
Dean, Arizona College of Optometry

Carla Gartrell, DV.M,, J.D., DACVIM
Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine

Harold J. Haering, Jr., D.M.D.
Dean, College of Dental Medicine-Illinois

Brianne N. Hobbs, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO
Dean, Chicago College of Optometry

Sandra E. Inouye, Ph.D.
Dean, College of Graduate Studies,
Downers Grove and Glendale Campuses

Jeftrey L. Jensen, D.P.M., FACFAS
Dean, Arizona College of Podiatric Medicine

Lori A. Kemper, D.O., M.S., FACOFP
Dean, Arizona College of Osteopathic Medicine

Coretta C. Patterson, D.V.M., DACVIM-SA
Dean, Chicago College of Veterinary Medicine

Sarah Radtke, Ed.D., ATC
Dean, College of Health Sciences,
Downers Grove Campus

Shannon Sesterhenn, Ed.D., M..S.
Dean of Student Services, Glendale Campus

Yir Gloria Yueh, Ph.D.
Provost
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Glendale Campus
19555 North 59th Avenue

Glendale, Arizona 85308
www.midwestern.edu



https://www.midwestern.edu/



